
Notice of----

Public Hearing 
City of Tacoma 

March 20, 2014 

On Tuesday, April 1, 2014, at approximately 5:30 p.m., the City Council will 
conduct a public hearing regarding amendments to Chapters 13.05 and 13.06 ofthe 
Municipal Code, relating to Land Use Permit Procedures and Zoning, to establish a 
permitting process and development standards for temporary homeless camps within 
the City of Tacoma that are run by religious organizations. For additional details, 
please see the reverse side of this notice. 

This hearing will take place in the City Council Chambers on the first floor of 
the Tacoma Municipal Building, 747 Market Street, Tacoma, Washington. All 
persons will have an opportunity to present their oral comments at the meeting. 
Those wishing to submit written comments may do so at the public hearing, or may 
submit them to the City Clerk's Office at 733 Market Street, Room 11, Tacoma, WA 
98402, by 4:00 p.m., on Tuesday, April 1, 2014. 

Resolution No. 38857, which set the public hearing date, can be viewed in its 
entirety on the City's website at www.cityoftacoma.org/recentlegis by clicking on 
the link for March 18,2014, or by requesting a copy from the City Clerk's Office 
at (253) 591-5505. 

For more information, please contact Mr. John Harrington at (253) 279-8950. 

Doris Sorum 
City Clerk 

The City of Tacoma does not discriminate on the basis of disability in any of its programs, activities, or 
services. To request this Information in an altemative format or to request a reasonable accommodation, 
please contact the City Clerk's Office at (253) 591-5505. TIY or speech to speech users please dial 
711 to connect to Washington Relay Services. 



SUBJECT 

City of Tacoma 
Planning and Development Services 

CITY COUNCIL PUBLIC HEARING 

April 1, 2014 

Proposed land use regulations concerning the Temporary Homeless Camps Permitting Process. 

SUMMARY 

The proposed regulations would amend Tacoma Municipal Code, Chapters 2.09 - Fee Code, 13.05-
Land Use Permit Procedures, and 13.06 - Zoning, with the following provisions: 

• Maximum occupancy per camp: 100 residents 

• Maximum number of camps allowed to operate within the City at any given time: 2 

• Minimum camp site area: 7,500 square feet for first 50 residents, plus 150 square feet for each 
additional resident 

• Maximum time on the ground for each camp: 93 days (or 123 days for hard surface or 
residential sites). 

• Minimum time to return to site or neighborhood: 2 years from previous camp start date (or 18 
months for hard surface or non-residential sites). 

• Camp must be located within l' mile of a transit stop. 

• Perimeter setback: 10 feet from property line. 

• Perimeter fencing: 6-foot sight-obscuring materials. 

• Shelter/tent separation: 2 feet on sides and rear of shelter; 4 feet from entrance; and 10 feet 
between group shelters. 

• Crime Prevention through Environmental Design (CPTED) principles will be applied to the camps 
during the site plan review. 

• Warrant and background checks are required for prospective camp residents. 

• One shower for each 33 residents. 

• Parking: 2 spaces for every 25 residents. 

• 14-day public notice to 400 feet of site. 
BACKGROUND 

State law, RCW 35.21.915, grants broad authority to religious organizations to host temporary homeless 
camps for individuals experiencing homelessness on property owned or controlled by such 
organizations. The City of Tacoma has not had a religious organization propose such a camp since the 
state law passed in 2010, but wants to have regulations in place should a group want to operate one. 
The proposed amendment would regulate temporary homeless camps to protect public health and 
safety and the safety of the residents of such camps in the City ofTacoma. 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

Please visit the Planning Services Division's website at www.cityoftacoma.org/planning and click on 
"Temporary Homeless Camps". 

CONTACT 

John Harrington, Principal Planner, 253-279-8950, jharring@cityoftacoma.org 

747 MarlretStreet, Rrom 345 I Tacoma. WashingtonftW021 (2.53)591-5015 
W\\W .dI;vdlamma.rnvlanning 


